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ACPCultures+ funded project 
seeks to put Caribbean in the spotlight
presentation | august 2015 
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The inaugural Caribbean Film Mart and Caribbean Film Database 
will be launched in September 2015, in Port of Spain, Trinidad, during 
the annual trinidad+tobago film festival.
 
The project is co-financed by the ACPCultures+ Programme, funded by 
the European Union (European Development Fund) and implemented 
by the ACP Group of States.

http://www.acpculturesplus.eu/?q=en/content/home
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/home_en
www.acp.int
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The Mart is poised to 
introduce the unique voices 
and aesthetic of Caribbean 
film and filmmakers to the 
international film industry.

EMILIE UPCZAK
creative director, 
trinidad+tobago film festival
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The Mart (or marketplace) consists of four days of 
meetings, presentations, and networking events. 

International film producers, sales agents and 
film funds will meet one-on-one with Caribbean 
filmmakers who will have opportunities to forge 
partnerships that could lead to the successful 
funding and distribution of their films

Project applicants (film producers or directors), 
must be Caribbean citizens/residents or interna-
tional filmmakers living and working in the Carib-
bean, and the projects must be  narrative features 
or creative documentaries that will be made in the 
Caribbean.
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We wanted to create an online 
resource that was easily 
accessible, well organised 
and reflected the visual 
palette of the Caribbean film 
movement.

MELANIE ARCHER
art director, 
trinidad+tobago film festival

www.caribbeanfilm.com

http://www.caribbeanfilm.com/
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A website of feature-length independent Carib-
bean narrative, documentary and experimental 
feature films from 2000 to the present. 

The Database will also include a select number of 
Caribbean film classics, contain a bibliography of 
film resources, a Caribbean Women in Film page 
and links to other film festivals, film commissions 
and schools in the region.

This database will allow filmmakers in the region 
to more easily collaborate, will give international 
audiences greater ability to access films and film-
makers from the region, and provide the interna-
tional industry with a one-stop shop for Carib-
bean film.
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significance to the 
caribbean region

A key growth sector

The creative industries - including film - 
are: 

•	  recognised as a significant 
contributor to growth and 
development in the world 
economy 

•	  a key growth sector in the 
Caribbean economy, contributing 
to gross domestic product, 
employment and intellectual 
property earnings

•	  reinforce pillars for economic 
diversification and export in the 
Caribbean.  

A key vehicle for destination 
branding and tourism 

The creative industries also:
•	  generate significant media impact 

and destination branding
•	  preserve the local culture as 

the world becomes increasingly 
globalized

•	  impact on visitor arrivals and 
expenditure, hotel occupancy 
rates, car rentals etc.

1 2

Caribbean governments and other key stakeholders have begun to recognize this 
potential and are implementing strategic frameworks to capitalize on this opportunity.
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a region-wide initiative

The Caribbean Film Mart and Caribbean Film Database are being 
implemented by:

the trinidad+tobago film festival 
www.ttfilmfestival.com

In association with: 

Fundación Global Democracia y Dessarollo (Dominican Republic)
Association for the Development of Art Cinema and Practice in 
Guadeloupe, 
Foundation of New Latin American Cinema (Cuba) 
Festival Régional et International du Cinéma de Guadeloupe
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mart@caribbeanfilm.com

for more information

database@caribbeanfilm.com

sign up for updates at www.caribbeanfilm.com

http://www.ttfilmfestival.com/
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film festival case histories

South Africa
The film industry is seen as a bright spot in South Africa’s slow economic growth - creating more than 
35,000 jobs and contributing R3.5bn to gross domestic product (GDP), according to government fig-
ures. In 1995, when the country first became a viable location venue for movie and television production, 
the industry employed around 4 000 people. This has since grown to around 30 000, with further jobs 
and earnings created in film-related transport, hospitality and catering. According to a recent economic 
impact assessment study commissioned by the Cape Film Commission, the industry has a direct annual 
turnover of more than R2.65-billion and contributes an indirect annual turnover of more than R3.5-billion 
to the country’s GDP. 
Source: www.southafrica.info

Sundance Film Festival, USA
The 2014 Sundance Film Festival, in Utah, generated an overall economic impact of $86.4 million for the 
State of Utah, supported over 1,434 jobs; generated over $65.1 million in international media exposure; 
provided nearly $6.9 million in tax revenue; and was attended by more than 45,300 people. At least 69 
percent of festival attendees traveled from outside of Utah, including more than 3,500 visitors from 29 
international locations, and more than 36 percent of tourist attendees indicated that they intend to visit 
Utah again during the next year. Over the last five years, the Festival, has brought Utah more than $369.8 
million dollars in economic activity, more than 7,500 jobs and more than 225,048 festival attendees.
Source: Desert News

trinidad+tobago film festival
“In addition to providing a boost to the local film industry, the ttff serves to redefine the identity of Trinidad 
and Tobago as a hub for film making and festivals,” said Mario Romany, Industry Specialist – Business 
Development Directorate, Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and Communications, in 2014. “Both 
local and foreign participation at this event has grown steadily over the years which translates into an 
increase of its annual contribution to the economy from revenue generated.”   Recently the Festival was 
named one of the 25 coolest in the world by the US film trade magazine Movie Maker. “Uniformly excel-
lent cinema … genuinely thoughtful, inspiring panels and moviemaker education events… The festival 
“supports the Caribbean filmmaking scene as a whole, as well as individual filmmakers, extending its 
coolness beyond borders”.
Sources: MovieMaker Magazine + Repeating Islands

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705372846/Sundance-festival-makes-big-economic-impact.html?pg=all
http://www.moviemaker.com/archives/festivals/25-coolest-film-festivals-world-2014/
http://repeatingislands.com/2014/12/02/movie-maker-accolade-highlights-film-festival-contribution-to-tt-economy/
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© 2015 trinidad + tobago film festival
www.ttfilmfestival.com

http://www.ttfilmfestival.com/

